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the retention of the old statue rather than resort to such a mode
of proceeding, were made known to the Cabinet. The Cabinet had
to take into view the fact that an announcement with respect to
competition for the new Statue had already been made in Parlia-
ment. This being so, it was thought that the matter had better be
held over for further consideration, and the old statue would in
the meantime of course remain.
988 (Copy]   Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
(Partly printed in Letters of Queen Victoria, (2) III, 440-1, and Life of
Gladstone, III,  115.)
ON THE NORTH SEA. Sept. 15. 1883.
Mr. Gladstone . . . has to offer his humble apology for not having
sought from Your Majesty the usual gracious permission before
setting foot on a foreign shore. He embarked on the 8th in a steamer
of the Castle's Company under the auspices of Sir Donald Currie,
with no more ambitious expectation than that of a cruise among the
Western Isles. But the extraordinary solidity, so to call it, of a very
fine ship (the Pembroke Castle, 4000 tons, 410 feet long) on the
water, rendering her in no small degree independent of weather, en-
couraged his fellow-voyagers, and even himself though a most
indifferent sailor, to extend their views, and the vessel is now on
the North Sea running over to Christiansand in Norway, from
whence it is proposed to go to Copenhagen, with the expectation
however of again touching British soil in the middle of next week.
Mr. Gladstone humbly trusts that, under these circumstances, his
omission may be excused.
Mr. Tennyson who is one of the party, is an excellent sailor
and seems to enjoy himself much in the floating castle as it
may be termed in a wider sense than that of its appellation
on the register.
The weather has been variable with a heavy roll from the
Atlantic at the points not sheltered ; but the stormy North Sea
has on the whole behaved extremely well as regards its two be-
setting liabilities to storm and fog.
Mr. Gladstone trusts that Your Majesty has now completely
recovered from the tedious consequences of Your Majesty's
accident, and that the weather at Balmoral has been favourable
to the enjoyment of its bracing air.